 Constitutional Rights
1st Amendment Rights

The 1st Amendment guarantees

· freedom of speech

· freedom of the press

· freedom of religion

· freedom to assemble

· freedom to petition your government

Limitations:

· Freedom of speech

slander – You cannot make false accusations which damage another’s reputation.

clear and present danger

Schenck v. United States (1919) “The most stringent protection of free speech would not protect a man in falsely shouting fire in a theatre and causing a panic.”

Do your words (or actions) create “a clear and present danger” to those around you?

fighting words 

Chaplinsky v. New Hampshire (1942) “...no person shall address any offensive, derisive or annoying word to any other person who is lawfully in any street or other public place, nor call him by any offensive or derisive name”

· Freedom of the press:

libel - A written statement which damages another’s reputation.


obscenity

Roth v. United States (1957)
Alberts v. California (1957)

“Community standards” will determine whether a work is obscene or not.

· Freedom of religion:


cannot break the law

separation of church and state

Engel v.Vitale (1962) School sponsored prayer is unconstitutional.

· Freedom of assembly:

cannot create a clear and present danger to those around you

· Freedom to petition your government:


cannot threaten a public official

2nd Amendment


Guarantees the right to keep and bear arms

3rd Amendment

Prohibits the quartering of troops during times of peace.

4th Amendment


Prohibits unreasonable search and seizure

Legal searches require ‘probable cause’

BJHS – searches require ‘reasonable suspicion’
5th Amendment


guarantees due process


prohibits double jeopardy


prohibits self incrimination 

6th Amendment


Guarantees those accused of a crime

· a speedy trial

· the right to confront accusers

· be represented by a lawyer

Miranda v. Arizona - All arrested and accused of a crime must be informed of their rights.

7th Amendment


Guarantees a jury trial in many civil cases

8th Amendment

Protects against cruel and unusual punishment & excessive bail

9th Amendment

Just because certain rights aren’t listed in the Constitution doesn’t mean that people do not have those rights.

10th Amendment

Reserves to the states and the people all powers and rights not delegated to the federal government.

13th Amendment

Freed slaves

14th Amendment 

· Originally meant to protect the rights of freedmen
· States may not deprive people of life, liberty, and property without due process of law.

· All people are equally protected under the law.

15th Amendment

Gave freed slaves the right to vote

19th Amendment

Gave women the right to vote

26th Amendment

Lowered the legal voting age to 18








