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Read pp. 150 & 152 of your American Journey text, “Moving Toward Independence” & “The Colonies Declare Independence.”

Answer the following questions using complete sentences.

1. How was Thomas Paine connected to the independence movement in the colonies?

2. How are the Magna Carta and the English Bill of Rights connected to the Declaration of Independence?

3. What ideas did Thomas Jefferson borrow from John Locke and how were those ideas incorporated into the Declaration of Independence?

You Decide…… (pp. 158 & 159)

4. What economic argument does Paine use to support separation with Great Britain?

5. What does Inglis believe will result from war with Britain?

Below are excerpts from The Declaration of Independence. Read the excerpts and use them to answer the following questions:


6. What purpose does government serve?

7. Where does government get its power?

8. What can the people do if governments do not protect the rights of people?


9. Why do you think colonists included the information above in the Declaration of Independence?

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, —  That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government….





The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.


He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.


For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:


For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:


For depriving us in many cases, of the benefit of Trial by Jury:














