United States History c.1450-1781

Age of Exploration c.1450-1607

Why did Europeans sail into uncharted oceans c.1500?


One reason was profit.

Era of English Colonization c. 1607-1763

A colony is a body of people who settle a new territory and maintain ties with a mother country.

Why were Europeans establishing colonies between the years 1500 and 1800?


One reason was profit.

Mercantilism

Mercantilism is an economic theory which held that 

a nation’s power depended on expanding trade to increase its wealth.

Problem- Many believed that the world contained a fixed amount of wealth and that each nation could enrich itself only at the expense of others.

England attempted to increase her wealth by doing the following things:

•
Establish colonies

The English colonial system required colonies to do business with the mother country. 

•
Create a favorable balance of trade (England had to export more than it imported.)


Parliament passes the Navigation Acts. 



E.g. Colonial merchants were required to use 


English ships.



Colonists must purchase imports from 



England.



Colonial producers must sell certain products

within the British Empire only. Enumerated

articles included tobacco, furs, indigo, and naval stores.

•
Wage war

A strong monarch could guide the country to prosperity and order. Successful aggression was essential to a countries growth.

Mother England profits and so do English people living in North America.

The Gathering Storm 1763-1775

1756- 1763 England and France fight The French and Indian War (Seven Years War) for control of North America.

England wins the war and increases her possessions in North America.

The war was costly and it was costly to maintain the 13 colonies in North America.

Who should pay?

England thought the colonists should pay their fair share.

England had practiced a policy of salutary neglect toward her 13 colonies in North America prior to 1763. After the French and Indian War, Mother England put pressure on colonists to obey the law and pay their taxes. Americans cried, “No Taxation Without Representation!”

Stamp Act 1765 Parliament places a tax on business within the 13 colonies. Colonists react by:

· organizing resistance to oppressive rule (new taxes).

· boycotting British goods.

· protesting in the streets.

· rioting.

Boston Massacre 1770 Several colonists in Boston are killed in a confrontation with British soldiers. The Sons of Liberty use news of the event as propaganda to sway public opinion against British rule.

Coercive Acts 1774 The Intolerable Acts, as many colonists called these laws, were meant to punish the people of Boston for the Boston Tea Party. Colonists arm themselves to prepare for a confrontation while leaders in the colonies use diplomacy to try and save the peace.

The War for American Independence 1775 – 1781

April 19, 1775 Battle of Lexington (The Shot Heard ‘Round the World)

1775-1776 Dark years for the Americans

July 1776 Declaration of Independence

This document listed grievances the colonists had against Parliament and King George III. We declared our independence from Mother England. 

Battle of Saratoga October 1777

American forces in New York defeat 5000 British soldiers. February 1778, France declares war on England and openly provides aid to the Americans.

1778-1781 The War Moves South

The British hope to gain more colonial support in the Southern Colonies. However, the British cannot win a decisive victory. 

October 19, 1781 Victory at Yorktown

